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County Touchpoints Project Description  
Overview 
With funding provided by the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA), the California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) has launched a multi-pronged 
effort to address the opioid crisis by improving access to treatment, reducing unmet treatment need, 
and reducing opioid overdose related deaths.  A variety of projects across the state are providing 
prevention, treatment, and recovery activities for Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) with a strong focus on 
expanding access to Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT).  The County Touchpoints in Access to MAT 
for Justice-Involved Populations project is focused on outreach, education, and training about opioid 
addiction and treatment in county criminal justice and human service systems.   

In many communities, key criminal justice and human service personnel and processes do not consider a 
person “clean” if he/she is using MAT. To maintain sobriety, persons in the criminal justice system who 
are on MAT must rely on collaborative courts, probation, prosecutors, defenders, and human service 
providers who understand: 
 
• Addiction as a brain disease 
• The medications used to treat OUD 
• The risk of overdose and death when MAT is discontinued 
• Where MAT fits within sentencing and release decisions in a county 
• If and how MAT is provided in the jails 
• Precisely how, when, and where detainees can access community MAT services upon release from 

jail or in lieu of jail.   

The County Touchpoints project is designed to provide training on these topics to key stakeholders in 
every California county.   
 
In-Person Training Sessions 
Between August 2019 and September 2020, a series of in-person training programs are provided in a 
Learning Collaborative model across the state.  The project team engages leaders in a training program 
and invites them to commit the participation of their managers/supervisors in a second round of 
training.   

Six specific stakeholder groups are targeted for this training, based on their roles with persons with OUD 
and on MAT in the justice system.  

• Probation     
• Adult Collaborative Courts 
• Youth/Dependency Courts           
• Public Defenders 

• District Attorneys          
• Human Services and Child Welfare 

Workers 

In addition, sheriffs and county administrators are invited to send staff to the sessions.   

“Champion” Subject Matter Experts 
“Champions” from each targeted profession serve as subject matter experts and advisors and help 
recruit project participation.  Each Champion is a well-respected, recently retired leader in his/her 
respective field.  The Champions develop case studies and discussion questions, contribute to the 
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training content, facilitate in-person breakout groups, and approve other content in workbooks 
developed for each discipline.  The Champions are:  

• Bonnie Dumanis (retired), District Attorneys 
• Judge Rogelio Flores (retired), Adult Collaborative Courts 
• Howard Himes (retired), Human Services and Child Welfare  
• Dave Meyer (retired), Public Defenders 
• Cal Remington (retired), Probation 
• Judge Leonard Edwards (retired), Juvenile Courts 

 

“Train-the-Trainers” for On-Going Local Training 
The final thrust of the County Touchpoints project is to equip targeted local organizations to provide the 
training content throughout their organizations on an on-going basis.  The training content has been 
“packaged” into nine modules and is available on-line for local use. Each module includes learning 
objectives, pre and post questions, content (including videotaped content from the in-person sessions), 
supplemental materials and facilitator guidelines.   

Following the in-person training sessions, regional half-day “Train-the-Trainer” sessions are offered 
across the state to prepare organization-specific training teams to bring the training content to their 
departments through local, on-going additional trainings and learning sessions.  At the Train-the-Trainer 
sessions, local training teams learn about the training modules and how to access them for local use.   

Train-the-Trainer team members are not required to be experts in addiction or MAT and will not be 
responsible for creating training content. All content will be provided in web-based modules with a 
training handbook.  Team members will recruit participation among their peers and track how training is 
evolving within the organization.  They may facilitate discussion in some sessions, but questions and 
guidance will be provided.   

During the session, the project staff will demonstrate numerous training modules and materials 
developed for every California county.  These include:  

• Videotaped compilations of the earlier sessions 
• Additional webinars and videotapes developed for your use 
• Stakeholder-specific workbooks 
• County-specific overdose and opioid treatment data 
• Key county contacts in the drug and alcohol program, jail, local Opioid Coalition, other opioid 

projects, and more.   

Then, your team will work through a series of questions and pathways developed for you that will help 
you create a specific training plan for your agency for 2020.  It will include consideration of continuing 
education credits, tracking participation, measuring change, and more.   

                                                                                                                                



3 
Materials provided may be utilized for the sole purpose of providing Opioid Use Disorder information. Such materials may be distributed with proper attribution 
from the California Department of Health Care Services, Health Management Associates, and California Health Policy Strategies.  

 

The following groups are targeted for this material:  

• Adult Collaborative Courts                      
• Youth/Dependency Courts 
• Public Defenders  
• Jail Custody staff                                       
• Jail Health Care staff                                
• Human Services & Child Protective Services 
• Probation  
• District Attorneys 

Overarching Learning Objectives 
While each module has unique learning objectives, the overarching learning objectives for this program 
are that, at the end of this series, the participant can: 

1. Understand the nature of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) as a brain disease. 

2. Understand Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) with methadone, buprenorphine 
and naltrexone as a vital component of treating OUD that significantly improves 
treatment outcomes and reduces relapse, overdose, and death. 

3. Recognize the roles of justice and child welfare stakeholders in helping clients stay 
sober through continuation of MAT for as long as medically necessary. 

4. Recognize local county resources and activities related to the opioid epidemic, funding 
for treatment, treatment services, and county overdose data. 

5. Develop an agency-specific training plan for 2020 
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Overview of Training Modules  
Each training module includes specific learning objectives, the content that includes one or more videos 
and supplemental materials, the slides that can be downloaded, pre- and post-questions, and a 
facilitator’s guide with recommendations for hosting the sessions and recommended discussion 
questions. A brief description of each module follows. 

Module 1. County Touchpoints Project Overview 
This module offers a 16-minute video that describes the reasons the Department of Health Care Services 
developed the County Touchpoints project and how it fits into other major efforts to address the state’s 
opioid epidemic. It also describes how the project is organized to train the targeted stakeholder groups 
in every county, through a regional approach.  

Module 2.  Addiction Neuroscience 101 
This module offers a 25-minute video of the neuroscience of addiction as a chronic brain disease, with 
emphasis on Opioid Use Disorder (OUD).  It describes the objectives of addiction treatment and the 
three types of medications approved for treating OUD – methadone, buprenorphine, and naltrexone, in 
laymen’s terms.  Discussion questions are provided to help participants consider reactions to this 
information, which is new to most people.  

Module 3. The Case for Treating Opioid Addiction in Justice and Human Service 
Settings 
This module offers a 29-minute video that briefly reviews the history of addiction treatment in prisons 
and jails and provides a variety of “cases” for treating OUD in jails, prison, courts, probation/parole, and 
child welfare. Considerations include recent lawsuits and finding against settings that terminate the use 
of MAT during incarceration or require that MAT be terminated for eligibility in justice and child welfare 
programs.  Discussion questions and additional resources are provided to help participants translate this 
information into action in the workplace.   

Module 4.  MAT Medications:  How They Work, For Whom, Implications for Use in 
Criminal Justice and Human Service Settings 
This module offers a 56-minute video that provides information, in understandable terms, about 
methadone, buprenorphine and naltrexone, which are the three medications approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) for treatment of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD).  Method of action, abuse 
potential, patients most appropriate for the medication, side effects, common myths, and 
considerations for use in jails are addressed for each medication.  Duration of treatment and how 
medication adjustments should be made to minimize the risk of overdose are also discussed. 



5 
Materials provided may be utilized for the sole purpose of providing Opioid Use Disorder information. Such materials may be distributed with proper attribution 
from the California Department of Health Care Services, Health Management Associates, and California Health Policy Strategies.  

 

 
 
 
Module 5.  Overcoming Barriers to MAT 
This module offers a 14-minute video in which stakeholders in criminal justice reflect on how they 
overcame skepticism about the use of MAT in jails and probation, and their experiences with using it. It 
includes commentary from two persons with OUD who received MAT. Supplemental materials provide 
evidence-based responses to the most common objections to MAT both generally and in justice settings.  
Discussion questions are provided to help participants translate this information into action in the 
workplace.   

Module 6. Your Profession and MAT 
This module will take about 90 minutes to complete. It includes three components. 

• A video created for this project in which senior leaders from adult and youth/dependency 
courts, probation, and child welfare agencies, public defenders, and district attorneys reflect on 
how their professions have changed to address addiction as a chronic brain disease and to 
accept and adapt to the role of Medication Assisted Treatment in treating OUD. 

• A video “Tale of Two Inmates” that illustrates the similarities and differences that two persons 
with OUD experienced in the justice system, including elements which can significantly impact 
the likelihood of successful recovery.    

• Workbooks specific to child welfare and various criminal justice professions about OUD and its 
treatment are provided. Position statements from relevant national organizations are included, 
as are case studies and discussions tailored to the profession.   

The module translates general information about treating OUD in justice settings to specific client 
activities and approaches that reflect current best practice.  

Module 7.  Access to and Funding for OUD Treatment in Your County 
This module offers a 26-minute video that provides general information about how benefits and 
coverage for treatment of all forms of Substance Use Disorders (SUD) are covered in California, and 
details about coverage, access to services, payment for services, and providers in your specific county.   
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Module 8.  Evidence-Based Treatment of Pregnant and Parenting Women with 
OUD 
This module offers a 57-minute panel discussion video that provides a high-level overview of current 
evidence-based standards of care for treating OUD in pregnant and parenting women. It addresses best 
practices for MAT in late pregnancy, birth, and the post-partum period, and best practices for achieving 
optimal outcomes for the mother’s sobriety and the newborn’s well-being. These best practices are not 
well integrated in many justice and human service settings. Discussion questions and additional 
resources are provided to help participants translate this information into action in the workplace.   

The session is for criminal justice and child welfare professionals who have completed earlier sessions 
on the neuroscience of opioid use disorder (OUD), medications for addiction treatment (MAT), and their 
professional association positions regarding the need to make all FDA-approved MAT medications 
available to persons with OUD.   

Module 9.  Toxicology Testing for OUD in the Context of Justice and Child Welfare 
Approaches 
The module is for criminal justice and child welfare professionals who have completed earlier sessions 
on the neuroscience of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD), medications for addiction treatment (MAT), and 
their professional association positions regarding the need to make all FDA-approved MAT medications 
available to persons with OUD.   
 
This 63-minute video provides information on toxicology testing as part of treatment of OUD, and 
evidence-based considerations for interpreting toxicology results in the context of court-ordered 
treatment and conditions of probation/parole or dependency determinations. Content addresses use of 
other illicit substances during OUD treatment, the expected trajectory of relapse within recovery, and 
more. Discussion questions and additional resources are provided to help participants translate this 
information into action in the workplace.   
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Module 1. County Touchpoints Project Overview 
 

Overview 
This module offers a 16-minute video that describes the reasons the Department of Health Care Services 
developed the County Touchpoints project and how it fits into other major efforts to address the state’s 
opioid epidemic. It also describes how the project is organized to train the targeted stakeholder groups 
in every county, through a regional approach.  

Learning Objectives 
At the end of this session, the participant can: 

1. Describe the primary objectives of the County Touchpoints project 
2. Name the primary stakeholder groups that are the focus of this project, and the single rationale 

for including them all 
3. Articulate the key principle of the National Sheriffs’ Association Jail Based Medication-Assisted 

Treatment 
4. Describe how the November 2018 CDCR policy to develop comprehensive addiction treatment 

with all forms of MAT for all prisoners throughout incarceration will affect jail based and 
probation operations 

Continuing Education Options    
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   

 
 

Pre-Test Questions 
1. According to leaders in the field, most justice and child welfare stakeholders in California 

understand opioid addiction and its treatment.  True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 
2. Justice and child welfare stakeholders should use their professional judgement to influence 

clients to taper off Methadone or Suboxone.   True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 



8 
Materials provided may be utilized for the sole purpose of providing Opioid Use Disorder information. Such materials may be distributed with proper attribution 
from the California Department of Health Care Services, Health Management Associates, and California Health Policy Strategies.  

 

Content 
• Video Recording: County Touchpoints Project Overview, 16 minutes.  The video was recorded in 

September 2019 in Sacramento and the audience was leaders from the targeted organizations in 
Northern California.   

o Presenters:  Donna Strugar-Fritsch, Health Management Associates; David Panush, 
California Health Policy Solutions 

• Document: County Touchpoints Program Description and FAQs 
• PowerPoint slide deck:  Created by Health Management Associates 

 
Facilitator Steps 

1. Print and distribute Module Overview and Learning Objectives as people enter the room 
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview and Learning Objectives 
4. Show the County Touchpoints Project Overview video 
5. Distribute the Program Description 
6. Provide an opportunity for questions and discussions 
7. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 

discuss responses  

Discussion questions for after viewing the video and reviewing the County-Specific MAT 
Resources:   

1. Were you aware of the various projects underway in California to address the opioid epidemic? 
2. Do you know if the jail in our county is continuing people on methadone or buprenorphine 

(Suboxone) when they are incarcerated? 
3. What has been your experience with how our agency feels about clients who use methadone?  

Suboxone?  Vivitrol?  

Post-Test Questions 
1. Very few jails in California continue treatment of opioid addiction with methadone and 

buprenorphine when a detainee enters jail. True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 
2. The County Touchpoints “Stakeholder Champions” are experts and thought leaders in their 

respective fields.  True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
3. The new CDCR policy regarding addiction treatment in custody will impact local probation and 

jail practices. True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
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Module 2.  Addiction Neuroscience 101 
 

Overview 
This module offers a 25-minute video of the neuroscience of addiction as a chronic brain disease, with 
emphasis on Opioid Use Disorder (OUD).  It describes the objectives of addiction treatment and the 
three types of medications approved for treating OUD – methadone, buprenorphine, and naltrexone, in 
laymen’s terms.  Discussion questions are provided to help participants consider reactions to this 
information, which is new to most people.  
 

Learning Objectives 
At the end of this session, the participant can: 

1. Explain the role of dopamine in our brains  
2. Describe how opioids and methamphetamine effect dopamine levels 
3. Articulate the objectives of Medication Assisted Treatment (methadone, Vivitrol, or 

buprenorphine (Suboxone) for Opioid Use Disorder 
4. Explain why MAT may need to be used for several years or longer 

 

Continuing Education Options    
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   
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Pre-Test Questions 
1. Methadone and abstinence are equally effective in helping a person with OUD avoid relapse and 

overdose.  True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 
2. Opioid addiction is a chronic disease of the brain, like other chronic diseases like asthma or high 

blood pressure.  True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 

Content 
•  Video recording:  Addiction Neuroscience 101, 25 minutes 

o Presenter:  Corey Waller MD, addiction medicine specialist and emergency room physician  

Facilitator Guide 
1. Print and distribute Module Overview and Learning Objectives as people enter the room 
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview and Learning Objectives 
4. Before showing the video, explain that the presenter, Dr. Waller, is a board-certified emergency 

physician with credentialing and extensive experience treating opioid addiction. He is nationally 
recognized as a leader in addiction treatment and has contributed significantly to the project to 
expand access to MAT in California jails and drug courts.  He is also directing projects in 10 
California counties to address transitions of care for persons with OUD and to improve 
outcomes for pregnant women with OUD and their newborns.   

5. Show the Addiction Neuroscience 101 video 
6. After the video, have people discuss their reactions in small groups, if possible.  NO structure 

necessary for the discussion.  Afterward, ask groups to “report out” on their main points of 
conversation.  

Facilitate discussion of these questions: 

a. Overall, does our county <justice system or child welfare system> operate from a 
premise that OUD is a chronic brain disease?  

b. On a scale of 1 – 5, with 5 being “completely,” how well does our agency support the 
use of MAT for OUD? 

c. What barriers do you see to fully embracing the notion of OUD as a chronic brain 
disease? 

7. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 
discuss responses  

Post-Test Questions 
1. Once a person stops using opioids, the brain can take several years to return to stable dopamine 

production.  True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
2. The three medications approved for opioid addiction are similar in action and are equally 

effective for any patient with Opioid Use Disorder.  True/False Correct answer:  FALSE 
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Module 3. The Case for Treating Opioid Addiction in Justice and Human 
Service Settings 
 

Overview 
This module offers a 29-minute video that briefly reviews the history of addiction treatment in prisons 
and jails and provides a variety of “cases” for treating OUD in jails, prison, courts, probation/parole, and 
child welfare.  Considerations include recent lawsuits and findings against settings that terminate the 
use of MAT during incarceration or require that MAT be terminated for eligibility in justice and child 
welfare programs. Discussion questions and additional resources are provided to help participants 
translate this information into action in the workplace.   
 

Learning Objectives  
At the end of this session, the participant can: 

1. Articulate at least two reasons for justice and child welfare systems to embrace medication 
assisted treatment for individuals with OUD. 

2. Explain how the Americans with Disabilities Act is a factor in treating OUD. 
3. Identify a barrier to supporting treating OUD with MAT in your workplace, and a proposed 

rationale for working to overcome that barrier. 
 
Continuing Education Options   
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   
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Pre-Test Questions  
1. Most state prisons and jails have refused to allow any medication assisted treatment until 

recently.  True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
2. The risk of overdose when a person is release from custody is lower than the general 

population. True/False   Correct answer:  FALSE 

Content 
• Video Recording:  The Case for Treating Opioid Addiction in Correctional/Criminal Justice 

Settings, 29 minutes. It was recorded in September 2019 in Sacramento and the audience was 
leaders from the targeted organizations in Northern California.   

o Presenters:  Donna Strugar-Fritsch, Health Management Associates 
• PowerPoint slide deck:  Contains the slides from the video.  Created by Health Management 

Associates 
• Issue Brief:  MAT for Opioid Use Disorder: Overcoming Objections.  This brief presents the most 

common objections to MAT and evidence-based responses, with citations.  Prepared by the 
California Health Care Foundation 

• MAT Toolkit for Criminal Justice Professionals, developed by Harbage Consulting: 
o Medication Assisted Treatment Toolkit for Justice System Professionals (complete 

toolkit as a single file) 
o Medication Assisted Treatment Toolkit for Justice System Professionals 
o Connecting Individuals to Treatment in the Community 
o Participant resource on MAT 
o Quick Guides: Medication Assisted Treatment Use for Opioid Use Disorder and Alcohol 

Use Disorder 

The toolkit materials are for your use internally and with clients. They are an excellent resource.  
You can print the toolkit components individually from the links here and on the County 
Touchpoints training website under Module 6. You can also order – free of charge -  high-quality 
printed copies in any quantity from Harbage Consulting, which is the organization contracted by the 
state to produce a variety of MAT toolkits.  The Justice toolkit can be ordered as individual 
documents or as a folder that includes all the documents.  E-mail Chelsea@HarbageConsulting.com  
to place an order.   

 

Facilitator Guide  
1. Print and distribute Toolkit component parts, Issue Brief, Module Overview and Learning 

Objectives to participants as they enter the room  
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview, Learning Objectives, Issue Brief and Toolkit component parts  

o Explain that the toolkit should be considered supplemental material for wide 
distribution in formal and informal meetings, other settings, to keep attention on the 
need to master this new material.   

4. Show the video and then review presentation slides 

http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_combined.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_ContinuingTreatment.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_ConsumerFlyer.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_Quickguides.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_Quickguides.pdf
mailto:Chelsea@HarbageConsulting.com
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5. Discussion questions for after viewing the video and reviewing the presentation slides:   
a) What are the current practices in my workplace related to the use of MAT? 
b) What are the reasons presented in the video for supporting MAT that are the most 

compelling or meaningful in your setting?  
c) Do professionals that you work with have biases against the use of MAT?  What are they? 
d) What are some of the barriers that need to be overcome?  How can you take steps to 

address these? 
6. Provide an opportunity for questions and discussions 
7. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 

discuss responses  

Post-Test Questions 
1. In medical practice, the evidenced-based standard of care is that all persons with opioid 

addictions should have FDA-approved forms of MAT available to them. True/False  Correct 
answer:  TRUE 

2. Providing MAT to inmates while in custody improves behavior during incarceration. True/False  
Correct answer:  TRUE 

3. There have been no legal adverse reactions to terminating treatment for OUD when entering 
custody.  True/False Correct answer:  FALSE 
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Module 4.  MAT Medication:  How They Work, For Whom, Implications 
for Use in Criminal Justice and Human Service Settings 
 

Overview 
This module offers a 56-minute video that provides information, in understandable terms, about 
methadone, buprenorphine and naltrexone, which are the three medications approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) for treatment of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD.)  Method of action, abuse 
potential, patients most appropriate for the medication, side effects, common myths, and 
considerations for use in jails are addressed for each medication.  Duration of treatment and how 
medication adjustments should be made to minimize the risk of overdose are also discussed. 
 

Learning Objectives  
At the end of this session, the participant can: 
1. Describe the role of dopamine depletion in influencing behaviors.  
2. Outline the benefits and outcomes of using medications to treat Opioid Use Disorder.  
3. Identify the three FDA-approved medications used for the treatment of Opioid Use Disorder.  
4. Articulate key differences  between the three medications.  

 

Continuing Education Options   
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   
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Pre-Test Questions 
1. Once a person stops using opioids and completes detox, his/her brain returns to normal 

functioning. True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 
2. Dopamine depletion is the same as opioid withdrawal. True/False   Correct answer:  FALSE 
3. Vivitrol is the best medication to use for the criminal justice population. True/False  Correct 

answer:  FALSE 
4. A positive urine toxicology screen in a person on MAT means treatment is failing. True/False  

Correct answer:  FALSE 

 

Content 
• Video recording:  The Medications: How They Work, For Whom, and Criminal Justice 

Implications, 56 minutes.  It was recorded in September 2019 in Sacramento and the audience 
was leaders from the targeted organizations in Northern California.    

o Presenters:  Shannon Robinson, MD who at the time of this recording was Chief 
Psychiatrist Addiction Services, California Department of Correction and Rehabilitation.  
She has since left CDCR and is a Principal at Health Management Associates.  Donna 
Strugar-Fritsch, BSN, MPA, CCHP, Health Management Associates 

• PowerPoint slide deck:  Created by Health Management Associates 
• Document:  Medicines for Treating Opioid Use.  Created by the California Emergency 

Department Bridges projects as a tool for use by patients in evaluating MAT medications for 
their use 

Facilitator Guide  
1. Print and distribute Module Overview, Learning Objectives, and patient handout on MAT as 

people enter the room 
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview, Learning Objectives, and patient handout on MAT 
4. Show the video 
5. Lead a discussion using the following questions: 

a) What does the information presented mean to your current practice and your agency? 
b)  What experience have you had with each of the MAT medications:  methadone, 

buprenorphine, Vivitrol? 
c) Does your agency align with evidenced-based practices to make all three medications 

available? 
d) Does your agency align with evidenced-based practices to keep decisions about MAT 

between the patient and the medical provider? 
e) What barriers exist to supporting the use of MAT for as long as two years? 

6. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 
discuss responses  
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Post-Test Questions 
1. The three medications used in the treatment of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) act the same on the 

brain’s opioid receptors. True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 
2. A person who is stable on prescribed methadone or buprenorphine is impaired.  True/False  

Correct answer:  FALSE 
3. The potential for the diversion of buprenorphine in the community is low. True/False  Correct 

answer:  FALSE 
4. Decisions about dosing and tapering of MAT are clinical and should not be directed by the 

criminal justice system True/False    Correct answer:  FALSE 
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Module 5. Overcoming Barriers to MAT 
 

Overview 
This module offers a 14-minute video in which stakeholders in criminal justice reflect on how they 
overcame skepticism about the use of MAT in jails and probation, and their experiences with using it.  It 
includes commentary from two persons with Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) who received MAT. 
Supplemental materials provide evidence-based responses to the most common objections to MAT both 
generally and in justice settings.  Discussion questions are provided to help participants translate this 
information into action in the workplace.   

 

Learning Objectives 
At the end of this session, the participant can: 

1. Name at least three common objections to the use of MAT that you experience in your work. 
2. Provide evidence-based responses to each of the objections.   
3. Describe one example of how persons who have used MAT describe its effect on them.   

 

Continuing Education Options    
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   
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Pre-Test Questions 

1. Providing MAT in jails is generally too difficult to safely accomplish.  True/False  Correct answer:  
FALSE 

2. Stopping MAT for incarceration or to participate in drug court treatments can contribute to the 
risk of relapse, overdose and death.  True/False   Correct answer:  TRUE 

 
Content 

• Video “MAT in Justice Settings” – funded by California Health Care Foundation, produced by 
Health Management Associates, 14 minutes.  Interviews with two large jail administrators, 
county public health director, jail physician, jail nurse, probation director, probation officer, jail 
behavioral health director, and sheriff who share perspectives on using MAT, and transitions 
from skepticism to varying degrees of acceptance.  Includes comment from two clients with 
OUD who use MAT.   

• Document “MAT for Opioid Use Disorder:  Overcoming Objections” created with input from 
many justice stakeholders involved in the Jail MAT project, many experts in SUD treatment and 
opioid addiction, and several physicians who prescribe MAT.  Research provided by California 
Health Care Foundation.  Document provides most common objections to MAT and evidence-
based responses.   

 

Facilitator Guide 
1. Print and distribute Module Overview, Learning Objectives, and the document “MAT for 

Opioid Use Disorder:  Overcoming Objections” to participants as they enter the room. 
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview, Learning Objectives, and MAT document 
4. Show the video.   
5. Following the video, have participants discuss reactions in small groups. No need to structure 

the discussion. Ask the participants for comments on the chief points of discussion. 
6. Refer to the document “MAT for Opioid Use Disorder:  Overcoming Objections.”  Ask 

participants to share objections they have had themselves (or still have) or have seen expressed 
by others to MAT.   

7. Discuss the evidence-based responses; seek to get participants comfortable verbalizing the 
responses in their own terms.  Need not cover every single issue; read the group and focus on 
the most significant issues.   

8. Provide an opportunity for any further questions and discussions 
9. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 

discuss responses  
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Post-Test Questions 
1. Using methadone or buprenorphine for a brief period during detox is safe and effective at 

preventing relapse and overdose.  True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 
2. A person who has strong objections to MAT may change his mind about it based on knowledge 

and data.   True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
3. There is strong evidence that using MAT reduces cravings, which allows people with OUD to 

think clearly and engage in treatment. True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
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Module 6. Your Profession and MAT 
Overview 
This module will take about 90 minutes to complete. It includes three components: 

• A video created for this project in which senior leaders from adult and youth/dependency 
courts, probation, and child welfare agencies, public defenders, and district attorneys reflect on 
how their professions have changed to address addiction as a chronic brain disease and to 
accept and adapt to the role of Medication Assisted Treatment in treating OUD. 

• A video “Tale of Two Inmates” that illustrates the similarities and differences that two persons 
with OUD experienced in the justice system, including elements which can significantly impact 
the likelihood of successful recovery.    

• Workbooks specific to child welfare and various criminal justice professions about OUD and its 
treatment are provided. Position statements from relevant national organizations are included, 
as are case studies and discussions tailored to the profession.   

The module translates general information about treating OUD in justice settings to specific client 
activities and approaches that reflect current best practice.  

Learning Objectives  
At the end of this session, the participant can: 

1. Describe changes in practice related to addiction that are occurring for your profession.  
2. Articulate, with specific examples, the degree to which your agency practices align with best 

practices and your professional organization’s positions on MAT.  
3. Describe how the differences experienced by two clients reflect the values and beliefs of the 

agencies that served them. 
4. Identify at least one concrete action that would advance support for evidence-based MAT 

practices in your organization.   
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Continuing Education Options    
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   

 
 

 
Pre-Test Questions  

1. Your national professional organization supports access to all three forms of FDA-approved MAT 
under a medically supervised, individualized treatment plan for persons with OUD.  True/False  
Correct answer:  TRUE 

2. The experience of a person who is on MAT for an OUD in the justice or child welfare system can 
vary widely depending on the county they are in.  True/False   Correct answer:  TRUE  

Content 
• A video created for this project in which senior leaders from adult and youth/dependency 

courts, probation, and child welfare agencies, public defenders, and district attorneys reflect on 
how their professions have changed to address addiction as a chronic brain disease and to 
accept the use of Medication Assisted Treatment.  (13 minutes) Developed by Health 
Management Associates with funding from California Heath Care Foundation.  Discussion 
questions follow.   

• A video that illustrates the similarities and differences that two persons with OUD experienced 
in the justice system, including elements which can significantly impact the likelihood of 
successful recovery.  (7 minutes) Developed by Health Management Associates with funding 
from California Heath Care Foundation.  Discussion questions follow. 

• Workbooks specific to child welfare and various criminal justice professions about OUD and its 
treatment are provided.  Position statements from relevant national organizations are included, 
as are case studies and discussions tailored to the profession. Developed by County Touchpoints 
Stakeholder Champions, Health Management Associates, and California Health Policy Solutions 
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• MAT Toolkit for Justice System Professionals: These materials are for your use internally and 
with clients. They are an excellent resource.  You can print the toolkit components individually 
from the links here and on the County Touchpoints training website under Module 6. You can 
also order – free of charge - high-quality printed copies in any amount from Harbage Consulting, 
which is the organization contracted by the state to produce a variety of MAT toolkits.  The 
Justice toolkit can be ordered as individual documents or as a folder that includes all the 
documents. E-mail Chelsea@HarbageConsulting.com  to place an order.  The components are: 

o Medication Assisted Treatment Toolkit for Justice System Professionals (complete 

toolkit as a single file) 

o Medication Assisted Treatment Toolkit for Justice System Professionals 

o Connecting Individuals to Treatment in the Community 

o Participant resource on MAT 

o Quick Guides: Medication Assisted Treatment Use for Opioid Use Disorder and 

Alcohol Use Disorder 
 

Facilitator Guide  
1. Print and distribute Module Overview, Learning Objectives, Toolkit components and 

Workbooks as people enter the room 
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview and Learning Objectives. 

a. Explain that the toolkit should be considered supplemental material for wide 
distribution in formal and informal meetings, other settings, to keep attention on the 
need to master this new material.   

4. Begin the content video.   
5. When the discussion questions appear, pause the video and discuss them: 

a. How does your personal professional experience align or differ from that articulated by 
the senior leader representing your profession in the video? 

b. How does your agency’s overall approach to MAT align with the content of the video? 
c. How does your professional experience with the other disciplines represented align with 

what their senior leaders related in the video?   
6. Restart the video and view the “Tale of Two Inmates” video.   
7. When the discussion questions appear, pause the video and discuss them: 

a. Have you experienced disparities in how your clients experience the justice system like 
that between what Dallas and Renee experienced? 

b. Does your county provide services closer to what Dallas received, or Renee? 
c. What do you see as the goal for how your county should provide services to clients with 

OUD? 
 
 

mailto:Chelsea@HarbageConsulting.com
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_combined.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_ContinuingTreatment.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_ConsumerFlyer.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_Quickguides.pdf
http://www.californiamat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MATToolkit_Justice_Quickguides.pdf
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8. Walk participants through the workbook  
a. Professional organization position – review and discuss 
o Objectives:  review 
o Case study – review and discuss 
o Discussion questions - discuss 

9. Wrap-up.  Ask for comments on key take-aways and any issues or questions that did not get 
resolved.   

10. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 
discuss responses  

Post Questions 
1. While relapse is an expected part of recovery from addiction, a positive urine toxicology screen 

should always be treated as a treatment failure by child welfare and justice professionals. 
True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 

2. Most people with OUD need MAT for about a month.  True/False  Correct answer:  FALSE 
3. It is appropriate for justice and child welfare professionals to recommend a client be referred for 

clinical evaluation of OUD and the appropriateness of MAT. True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
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Module 7.  Access to and Funding for OUD Treatment in Your County 
 

Overview 
This module offers a 26-minute video that provides general information about how benefits and 
coverage for treatment of all forms of Substance Use Disorders (SUD) are covered in California, and 
details about coverage, access to services, payment for services, and providers in your specific county.   

Learning Objectives 
At the end of this session, the participant can:   

1. Describe the impact of the Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery System Waiver on funding for 
beneficiaries with substance use disorders 

2. Identify funding sources for medication assisted treatment 
3. Outline the impact this has had on the alcohol and drug services delivery system 
4. Describe the new role of the counties in the management of the new system of care. 

 
Continuing Education Options   
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   

 
 

Pre-Test Questions 
1. Since the Affordable Care Act and Medi-Cal expansion, most adults in the California justice 

system are eligible for Medi-Cal.  True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE  
2. California’s move to an “Organized Delivery System” (ODS) for substance use disorder treatment 

has significantly changed how payment for SUD treatment works in many counties.  True/False  
Correct answer:  TRUE 

3. Medi-Cal coverage excludes treatment of substance use disorders.  True/False  Correct answer:  
FALSE 
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Content 
• Video recording :  Access to and Funding for OUD Treatment in Your county, 26 minutes. 

o Presenter: Elizabeth Stanley-Salazar, BSN, MPH, California Healthcare Policy Strategies  
• PowerPoint slide deck:  Created by Health Management Associates 
• County Profiles:  This PDF document contains a separate profile page for each California county.  

Profiles present overdose data, treatment capacity, Opioid Coalition information (where 
applicable, Medi-Cal managed care entities, and local contacts for the county drug treatment 
agency.  Users can print their county pages.   

 

Facilitator Guide 
1. Print and distribute Module Overview, Learning Objectives, and County Profile as people 

enter the room 
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview and Learning Objectives 
4. Show the video and then review the PPT slides  
5. Following the video, engage the participants in the following questions: 

a. Do you know where your county is in terms of implementing the Drug Medi-Cal 
Organized Delivery System (ODS) for substance use disorder treatment?  

b. Have the changes to the management of the public system of substance use disorder 
services affected your work with your clients?  If so, how? 

c. Have you or your agency created a new referral procedures and pathways to access SUD 
treatment services in your county?   

d. How do you think some of the new requirements such as case management, recovery 
support services, recovery housing, and MAT may benefit your clients?  

6. Provide an opportunity for questions and discussion 
7. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 

discuss responses  

 

Post-Test Questions 
1. In-jail MAT and SUD treatment services can be funded using Drug Medi-Cal. True/False Correct 

answer:  FALSE 
2. Under a fully operational Organized Delivery System (ODS) for substance use disorder 

treatment, SUD providers must offer all forms of MAT to all those appropriately diagnosed with 
OUD in all levels of care. True/False     Correct answer:  TRUE 

3. Courts can order or require MAT treatment as terms and conditions of probation. True/False  
Correct answer:  FALSE (Courts can order or require that an individual be evaluated by an 
appropriate clinician for SUD treatment that may include MAT)  
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Module 8.  Evidence-Based Treatment of Pregnant and Parenting 
Women with OUD 
 

Overview 
This module offers a 57-minute panel discussion video that provides a high-level overview of current 
evidence-based standards of care for treating OUD in pregnant and parenting women. It addresses best 
practices for MAT in late pregnancy, birth, and the post-partum period, and best practices for achieving 
optimal outcomes for the mother’s sobriety and the newborn’s well-being. These best practices are not 
well integrated in many justice and human service settings. Discussion questions and additional 
resources are provided to help participants translate this information into action in the workplace.   

The session is for criminal justice and child welfare professionals who have completed earlier sessions 
on the neuroscience of opioid use disorder (OUD), medications for addiction treatment (MAT), and their 
professional association positions regarding the need to make all FDA-approved MAT medications 
available to persons with OUD.   
 
Learning Objectives   
At the end of this session, the participant can: 

1. In laymen’s terms, describe the evidence-based medical approach to managing pregnant 
women with OUD. 

2. Differentiate between the effect of treated and untreated OUD on newborns. 
3. In laymen’s terms, describe the evidence-based medical approach to managing newborns of 

mothers with OUD. 
4. Identify at least one step your profession could change to help assure better outcomes 

for your pregnant clients with OUD and their newborns.   
 

Panelists 
• Helen DuPlessis, MD, MPH, Principal with Health Management Associates, maternal-child health 

expert, and director of California’s Mother-Baby Substance Exposure Initiative 

• Shannon Robinson, MD, Principal, Health Management Associates, and addiction-trained 
psychiatrist with extensive experience treating OUD in the Veterans Administration and 
California prisons 

• Carolyn Sufrin, PhD, MD, is a medical anthropologist and obstetrician-gynecologist, and an 
assistant professor of gynecology and obstetrics at Johns Hopkins University 

• Moderated by Donna Strugar-Fritsch, BSN, MPA, CCHP, Principal Health Management Associates 
and Director, County Touchpoints project 
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Continuing Education Options    
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   

 
 

Pre-Test Questions  
1. Babies born with exposure to heroin have life-long learning disabilities.  True/False 

Correct Answer: False 
 

2. Evidence based care for pregnant women with Opioid Use Disorder includes: 
a. Continuation of methadone or buprenorphine through pregnancy, delivery, and 

breastfeeding 
b. “Rooming in” with mother and baby together in the hospital after delivery 
c. Pain management for mother after delivery 
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above  
Correct Answer: d. All of the above 

Content 
• Video recording of interactive panel discussion on toxicology testing, 63 minutes. Conducted 

and recorded by HMA.  Panelists and moderator noted below. 
• PowerPoint slide deck:  Created by Health Management Associates 
• Mother & Baby Substance Exposure Toolkit     https://nastoolkit.org/ 
• Mother & Baby substance Use Initiative Project website; contains numerous resources and 

webinars  https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Mom-Baby-Substance-
Exposure-Initiative 

• Opioid use disorder incidence and treatment among incarcerated pregnant women in the 
United States:  Results from a national surveillance study.  Sufrin C, Sutherland L, Beal L, Terplan 
M, Latkin C, Clarke JG; Addiction, March 2020.  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32141128 

https://nastoolkit.org/
https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Mom-Baby-Substance-Exposure-Initiative
https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Mom-Baby-Substance-Exposure-Initiative
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Sufrin%20C%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Sutherland%20L%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Beal%20L%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Terplan%20M%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Terplan%20M%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Latkin%20C%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Clarke%20JG%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32141128
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Facilitator Guide 
1. Print and distribute Module Overview and Learning Objectives as people enter the room 
2. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
3. Review the Module Overview and Learning Objectives 
4. Show the video  
5. Following the video, engage the participants in the following questions: 

a. Discuss your reactions to the video with one another and share your chief points of 
discussion.   

b. How is the practice in your organization related to pregnant women with OUD similar or 
different from the practices described by the panel? 

c. Are there changes you would like to advocate in your organization? What are the 
barriers to those changes? 

6. Provide links to Supplemental Material 
• Mother & Baby Substance Exposure Toolkit     https://nastoolkit.org/ 
• Mother & Baby substance Use Initiative Project website; contains numerous resources 

and webinars  https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Mom-
Baby-Substance-Exposure-Initiative 

• Opioid use disorder incidence and treatment among incarcerated pregnant women in 
the United States:  Results from a national surveillance study.  Sufrin C, Sutherland 
L, Beal L, Terplan M, Latkin C, Clarke JG; Addiction, March 2020.  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32141128 

7. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 
discuss responses  

 

Post Questions   
1. Continuing methadone for a pregnant woman who is incarcerated is essential.  True/False 

Correct Answer: True 

2. Neonatal abstinence syndrome creates serious health challenges for all newborns.  True/False 
Correct Answer: False 

3. Drug court, probation, and child welfare personnel should consider medical best practices for 
mothers with OUD and their newborns in their client interventions and actions.  True/False 
Correct Answer: True 

  

https://nastoolkit.org/
https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Mom-Baby-Substance-Exposure-Initiative
https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Mom-Baby-Substance-Exposure-Initiative
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Sufrin%20C%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Sutherland%20L%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Sutherland%20L%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Beal%20L%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Terplan%20M%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Latkin%20C%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Clarke%20JG%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=32141128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32141128
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Module 9.  Toxicology Testing for OUD in the Context of Clinical, Justice 
and Child Welfare Approaches 
 

Overview 
The module is for criminal justice and child welfare professionals who have completed earlier sessions 
on the neuroscience of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD), medications for addiction treatment (MAT), and 
their professional association positions regarding the need to make all FDA-approved MAT medications 
available to persons with OUD.   
 

This 63-minute video provides information on toxicology testing as part of treatment of OUD, and 
evidence-based considerations for interpreting toxicology results in the context of court-ordered 
treatment and conditions of probation/parole or dependency determinations.  Content addresses use of 
other illicit substances during OUD treatment, the expected trajectory of relapse within recovery, and 
more.  Discussion questions and additional resources are provided to help participants translate this 
information into action in the workplace.   

  

Learning Objectives   
At the end of this session, the participant can: 

1. Differentiate between clinical and criminal justice objectives in conducting toxicology testing  
2. Describe a range of options for probation, courts, and treatment providers to address a variety or 

positive toxicology findings. 
3. Identify clinical resources available to courts and probation for assistance in interpreting toxicology 

testing results 

Panelists 
• Kimberly McKinney, Clinical Program Coordinator, Shasta County Drug Court.  Clinical substance 

use disorder treatment provider and drug court coordinator. 

• Gavin O’Neill, Principal Analyst, Office of Collaborative Courts, Alameda County.  Seven years’ 
experience addressing toxicology testing in Alameda County’s collaborative courts.   

• Shannon Robinson, MD, Principal, Health Management Associates, and addiction-trained 
psychiatrist with extensive experience treating OUD in the VA and California prisons. 

• John Declan Tormey, Supervising Deputy Probation Officer, Ventura County Probation.  Two 
decades of experience with probation and toxicology testing. 

• Donna Strugar-Fritsch, BSN, MPA, CCHP, Principal Health Management Associates and Director, 
County Touchpoints project.  Moderator.   
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Continuing Education Options  
Refer to the tab on the County Touchpoints website for information about CEUs for your discipline.   

 
 

 

Pre-Test Questions   
1. Toxicology screening tests and tests done in a lab provide the same information.  True/False  

Correct answer:  FALSE 
2. Addiction clinicians and drug court personnel can both use toxicology results to adjust  client 

treatment plans.  True/False  Correct answer:  TRUE 
3. Positive findings for THC are not actionable because marijuana use is legal in California.  

True/False   Correct answer:  FALSE 

Content  
• Video recording of interactive panel discussion on toxicology testing, 63 minutes. Conducted 

and recorded by HMA.  Panelists and moderator noted above. 
• PowerPoint slide deck:  Created by Health Management Associates 

 
Facilitator Guide 

8. Print and distribute Module Overview and Learning Objectives as people enter the room 
9. Distribute the pre-test questions to participants and have them complete it. Then discuss the 

responses 
10. Review the Module Overview and Learning Objectives 
11. Show the video  
12. Following the video, engage the participants in the following questions: 

a. Discuss your reactions to the video with one another and share your chief points of 
discussion.   
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b. How is the practice in your organization related to positive toxicology findings similar or 
different from the practices described by the panel?  

c. Are there changes you would like to advocate in your organization? What are the 
barriers to those changes? 

13. Provide link to National Drug Court Institute webinar and slides:  https://ndcrc.org/medication-
assisted-treatment-course/ 

14. Distribute post questions, capture responses in accordance with CEU requirements and then 
discuss responses  

Post Questions  
1. Which if the following is NOT true about positive toxicology testing results: 

a. They can be used to send a person back to jail 
b. They are data about the process of a person’s recovery  
c. Their implications are clear and not subject to further interpretation 
d. They can be discussed with the testing lab 
e. They can be discussed with the client’s treatment provider 

 Correct answer:  C    

2. Who can help a court or probation officer interpret a toxicology testing result? 
a. The client 
b. A Certified Medical Review Officer 
c. The client’s SUD counselor 
d. All of the above 

Correct answer:  D   

3.  Clients generally perceive toxicology testing as helpful to their recovery.  True/False  Correct 
answer:  TRUE 

 
 

 

  

https://ndcrc.org/medication-assisted-treatment-course/
https://ndcrc.org/medication-assisted-treatment-course/
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Planning Your Training Sessions  
 

General Assumptions 
This curriculum is designed to provide materials to none-subject matter experts to support transferring a 
foundation of information about substance use disorder (SUD) and specifically Opioid Use Disorder 
(OUD) as chronic medical and behavioral disorders.   

The program is intended as a primer to teach people working in the criminal justice and human services 
systems about OUD, Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) for OUD, and the trajectory of recovery, and 
to incorporate evidence-based practices and approaches about OUD and its treatment into interactions 
with clients who are receiving MAT.   

The curriculum is meant to introduce changes that are occurring in the treatment of SUD in 
California and to generate discussion among professional groups working in the criminal justice and 
human services systems related to the impact these changes will have on the current practices.  
The materials and videos explore the nature of Opioid Use Disorder and the current medical best 
practices as well as the impact of MAT in retention in treatment and dynamics of recovery.  

 
Training Audiences 
This content is intended for persons at every level of your organization – leaders, managers, and 
line staff.  Training teams should determine a variety of options for making the information 
available to specific audiences at various times.    
 
Venues 
The curriculum components can be delivered individually or combined to suit the time available 
and number of attendees. The venue can range from organized training sessions of varying length 
that are planned for your audience;  staff meetings; new employee orientations, pop up lunch-
and-learn settings, and more. 
 
Session Duration  
The curriculum includes approximately eight hours of material in total, with modules ranging in 
duration from 30 minutes to two hours.   
 
The curriculum is comprised of nine (9) modules that are purposely designed to be somewhat 
“elastic” to accommodate user needs. Modules can be delivered sequentially, singly, or in 
batches.  You have significant flexibility in how the modules are presented.  The modules are 
intended to be used in conjunction with each other and are generally not duplicative in content.  
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Facilitators/Presenters 
The curriculum is designed for presentation by one or two facilitators who are not subject 
matter experts. Content is designed to be delivered by watching the included module videos. 
We encourage training facilitators to identify local subject matter experts from the behavioral 
health and/or medical departments of your county who have a strong working knowledge of 
the covered topics.  If they can participate, they  can add their own ideas and experiences to the 
material.  

 
Materials 
The content provided in this Training Guide is intended as a framework for presenting this 
material to a criminal justice and human services audience. The content includes the 
information considered most important by the County Touchpoints Project team. Videos are 
included in which judges, district attorneys, public defenders, probation chiefs and sheriffs and 
officers discuss their experiences with MAT.  We encourage you to consider some 
augmentation to add content specific to your local partners and practices to increase the 
relevance of this material for specific audiences. 

 
In addition, each participant should receive a workbook containing a case study for discussion 
directly related to their area of work.  This workbook, covered in the module “Your Profession and 
MAT,”1  contains the specific guidance from the related professional and/or national association 
related to MAT.   

 

New research and literature related to MAT in criminal justice and human services/child welfare 
will be posted monthly at this website:  https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-
Project/Expanding-Access-to-MAT-in-County-Criminal-Justice-Settings We encourage the facilitators to 
look for changes on the relevant websites as they develop. 

 

 

 
  

 
1 There are not specific workbooks for jail custody staff or jail health care staff  

https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Expanding-Access-to-MAT-in-County-Criminal-Justice-Settings
https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/Expanding-Access-to-MAT-in-County-Criminal-Justice-Settings
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Session Preparation 
Facilitators should consider all the following in preparing a training session: 

Scheduling/Invitations – Is this mandatory?  Who will issue invitations?  Will you pre-register 
attendees? 

• Attendance – Will you record who attended?  If so, who will maintain those records?  
• Hand-outs:  Print the Module Overview and Learning Objectives for the module, 

distribute to participate as they arrive.  Review both at the start.   
• Pre-test questions:  Decide how to administer these – formally or informally, verbally or 

in writing, etc.  Take a straw poll of how many people answered them correctly 
• Post-test questions:  Decide how to administer these – formally or informally, verbally 

or in writing, etc.  Take a straw poll of how many people answered them correctly 
• Continuing Education Credits:  Decide if you will be offering formal or informal CEUs for 

the module, and how they will be administered.  Explain at the start of the session  
 

Equipment Needs/Technology Requirements 
The presentation slides were developed using PowerPoint (Microsoft Office 365). The 
PowerPoint files are included (in the PowerPoint directory) with the curriculum materials. The 
presenter will need access to a laptop with Microsoft Office PowerPoint (or if PowerPoint is not 
installed, a PowerPoint Viewer should be installed for viewing PowerPoint presentations), an LCD 
projector and a screen (large enough for the audience to see clearly).  Videos links will be 
included can be played from Windows Media Player.   
 
   
Evaluation 
Evaluation is an important component of any educational presentation. A sample evaluation 
form  is included in the Training Guide. The evaluation form is included for your personal use in 
obtaining audience assessment of the presentation of this curriculum.  
 
Reporting on Training and Feedback  
The County Touchpoints project team will contact you periodically through September 2020 to 
seek input on the training you have held and any feedback you can provide about user 
satisfaction and additional training needs.  Your feedback regarding is vital to our ongoing efforts 
to produce quality materials and curriculum appropriate to the issues and audiences.  
 
In addition, you may provide input and recommendations and ask questions at any time via email 
to CountyTouchpoints@healthmanagment.com  
  

mailto:CountyTouchpoints@healthmanagment.com
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Sample Curricula  
 

Abbreviated training content may be appropriate for leaders in your organization, while managers and 
line staff, who are more “hands on” with clients/patients/detainees/defendants may benefit from more 
of the modules.  At a minimum, the County Touchpoint project team recommends that everyone 
complete the modules Addiction Neuroscience 101 and MAT Medications modules.  The following are 
suggested curriculum options for specific stakeholders. 

 

AUDIENCE

LEADERSHIP 
ALL ORGS

Adult 
Courts

Dependency 
Courts

Child 
Welfare

Probation
Public 

Defenders
District 

Attorneys
Jail 

Clinicians
Jail 

Custody

Module 1 :  County Touchpioints Project 
Overview x x x x x x x x
Module 2: Addiction Neuroscience 101 x x x x x x x x x
Module 3: The Case for Treating Opioid 
Addiction in Justice and Human Service Settings x x x x x x x x
Module 4: MAT Medication: How They Work, for 
Whom, Implications for Use in Justice and 
Human Service Settings 

x x x x x x x x x

Module 5: Overcoming Barriers to MAT x x x x x x x x
Module 6: Your Profession and MAT x x x x x x
Module 7: Access to and Funding for OUD 
Treatment in Your County x x x x x x x
Module 8: Evidence Based Treatment of 
Pregnant and parenting Women with OUD x x x
Module 9: Adressing Clinical and Justice 
Objectives in Toxicology Testing x x x x x x x x

MANAGERS/SUPERVISORS AND LINE STAFF

MODULE
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County Touchpoints in Access to MAT for Justice Involved Populations 
[Insert Module number and title] 

Sample Evaluation 
 

Date: ___________________  Name: (may be optional) _________________________________ 

Please respond to the following questions about today’s presentation. 

 Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 
Don’t 
Know 

1. How useful was the information presented 
today to your work? 

     

2. How relevant was the information to your 
agency’s goals? 

     

3. Did you gain practical examples for 
improvement from the presentation? 

     

4. Did you discover ideas for applying the 
information in your own organization? 

     

5. Would you recommend this training to 
colleagues? 

     

6. In retrospect, was the time you spent in 
this presentation worthwhile? 

     

6a. If not, why? 
 

 

7. Do you think the Module should have contained additional information?  Or less information? Please 
specify. 

 

 

 

8.  What elements of the Module were most useful? Please be specific.  
 
 
 
 
 

9. Any suggestions for future topics? 
 

Insert 
your 

logo or 
agency 
name 
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Stakeholder Champions and Project Governance Team 
 

Hon. Bonnie Dumanis 
Retired District Attorney (San Diego County 2003-2017); Retired Superior Court Judge 
Project Role: Stakeholder Champion - District Attorneys 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 40 years of experience in criminal justice, including 10 years on the bench as a judge and nearly  15 years 

as District Attorney of San Diego County, dealing with substance abuse and mental health issues.   
 Extensive experience in creating and working with collaborative justice courts and their support systems, 

including starting the first Drug Court in San Diego County, which became a mentor court for NADCP. 
 Instrumental in creating the first prison reentry program in California, working to stop the revolving door 

of prison. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Ms. Dumanis has been an innovative leader in creative criminal justice programs. Besides creating a Drug Court 
model that became a national mentor site, Dumanis led collaborative efforts with all stakeholders to create such 
specialty courts as Veterans Court, Reentry Court, Behavioral Health Court, Homeless Court and other courts 
created after AB109. She was a leader in creating a Community Transition Center for those coming out of prison, 
the CARE Center, a community-focused prevention satellite office in an underserved area of San Diego and a Youth 
Court. 
 
Dumanis was a deputy district attorney for 12 years. She served as a Superior Court Referee in Juvenile Court, 
handling Dependency Court, dealing with child abuse and neglect cases, foster care and child placement issues. 
She also handled Juvenile Delinquency Court.  In 1994, Dumanis was elected to the Municipal Court, then to the 
Superior Court. As a Judge she created the first San Diego Drug Court and was instrumental in the creation of the 
domestic violence court. In 2003, Dumanis was elected District Attorney, where she was able to do much more to 
expand her vision of collaborative justice courts and working within the community to prevent crimes. 

 

Hon. Leonard Edwards 
Superior Court Judge (ret.) in Santa Clara County 
Project Role: Stakeholder Champion – Juvenile Courts 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 26 years as a Superior Court Judge and Founder of the Juvenile Court Judges of California 
 Author of 3 books and over sixty articles of juvenile court practice 
 Presented at over 500 invited presentations on juvenile court, family court and judicial ethics 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
In addition to his judicial duties, Judge Edwards founded the Santa Clara Domestic Violence Council, Kids In 
Common and  the Child Advocate. Program in Santa Clara County.  He was the co-leader of the National 
Greenbook Project which brought together leaders from child welfare, domestic violence advocacy organizations  
and juvenile court judges. Since retiring from the Superior Court in 2016, Judge Edwards has worked and 
volunteered at the California Judicial Council, working closely with the Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
and with the Center for Judicial Education and Research (CJER).  His writings, videos and other educational 
materials can be viewed and downloaded at no cost on his website: Judgeleonardedwards.com  
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Hon. Rogelio R. Flores 
Judge of the Superior Court (ret.) 
Sant Barbara County Superior Court 
Project Role: Stakeholder Champion – Adult Collaborative Courts 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 Helped establish drug court, the mental health court, the domestic violence review calendar, the high-risk 

DUI calendar, the Prop. 36 review calendar and the Veterans treatment court 
 Extensive experience in the collaborative justice movement.  Frequent lecturer on the subject of 

collaborative jurisprudence, both nationally and internationally 
 Bi-lingual, bi-cultural 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Judge Rogelio Flores retired in 2018, after 31 years of judicial service.  He is the longest-serving judicial officer in the 
history of Northern Santa Barbara County.  For more than 16 years, Judge Flores presided over various collaborative 
courts, including the Substance Abuse Treatment Court, one of the first drug courts in California.  His work in 
collaborative courts has been recognized nationally and internationally, and he is often invited to share his 
experience in these courts.  He presided over the graduation ceremonies of more than 1000 graduates of the 
collaborative courts he was responsible for. 
 
His work in these courts led to his selection to the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous in New York as a 
Class A (non-alcoholic) trustee in 2007.  Additionally, Judge Flores served on the Board of Directors of the National 
Association of Drug Court Professionals.  He sat on the Executive Committee of the NADCP and chaired the 
International Drug Court Committee.  He also serves as a consultant to CICAD-Organization of American States, the 
Bureau of Narcotics Affairs / United States Department of State, and he is the vice-chair of the Collaborative Courts 
Advisory Committee for the Judicial Council of California. 

Howard Kent Himes 
Retired Director Health and Human Services 
Project Role: Stakeholder Champion – Human Services & Child Welfare 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 More than 33 years of experience in the Human Services field from direct service to high level 

administration. 
 Experience in training and teaching on various Human Services topics.  Taught graduate courses in Social 

Work at Cal State Fresno, Cal State East Bay and UC Berkeley. 
 Administrative experience in the fields of Health, Mental Health, Child Welfare, Older Adult, Eligibility and 

Substance Use Disorders services. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Howard Himes started his career as an Emergency Response worker in Child Welfare investigating Child Sexual 
Abuse referrals.  Howard progressed up the management levels in Child Welfare and then took over the head role 
over finance and administration services. In addition, he spent time as the Deputy Director over Medi-Cal and 
CalFresh eligibility services.  He became the Director of Fresno County Social Services and later took on the role of 
Director for Napa County Health and Human Services.    

Howard has developed curriculum and trainings in Child Welfare for the California Social Work Education Center 
(CalSWEC) Bay Area and Central California Training Academies. He has taught graduate courses including Advance 
Child Welfare Practice, Community Mental Health, Community Organizing and Organization and Community.  
Howard was also involved in the CAPP and Disproportionality Child Welfare work while at Fresno County.   
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David Meyer 
U.S.C. Keck School of Medicine, Institute of Psychiatry, Law and Behavioral Sciences 
Project Role: Stakeholder Champion-Public Defenders 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 Over 40 years of experience in behavioral health issues in the criminal justice and mental health systems 

including 25 years as a criminal defense attorney and 9 years as COO of a public mental health system 
 Extensive experience in working with collaborative justice courts and their support systems 
 Expertise in working with public health care providers 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
David Meyer is a Clinical Professor and Research Scholar at the Institute of Psychiatry, Law and Behavioral Sciences 
of the University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine where he is responsible for the criminal law and 
the Lanterman, Petris, Short Act curricula. He previously served as Chief Deputy Director and Counsel of the Los 
Angeles County (LAC) Department of Mental Health, as Director of the LAC Department of Community and Senior 
Affairs, and as Interim Public Defender and Chief Deputy of the LAC Public Defender. Mr. Meyer is an attorney, 
having specialized in behavioral health law for more than 40 years.  
 
Mr. Meyer is Chair of the Board of the national Sixth Amendment Center, an internal Board member of the Elyn 
Saks Institute of Mental Health Law, Policy and Ethics of the University of Southern California Gould School of Law, 
the Ethics and Resources Committee of the LAC+USC hospital and a member of the Southern California Bioethics 
Committee Consortium. He previously served on the California Judicial Council Task Force for Criminal Justice 
Collaboration on Mental Health Issues, the California Council on Criminal Justice and Behavioral Health and the 
Executive Committee of the California Mentally Ill Offenders grants program.  

 

Calvin “Cal” Remington 
Chief Probation Officer, Retired 
Project Role: Stakeholder Champion-Probation 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 Over 35 years’ experience working in Probation and Parole departments 
 25 years in various Probation management Positions 
 In addition to being Chief of Probation for Ventura County for 10 years, also acted as Interim Chief of 

Probation several times in both Los Angeles and San Mateo Counties 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Calvin “Cal” Remington has over 35 years’ experience in leadership roles in Probation departments throughout 
California. He served as the Chief of Probation in Ventura County from 1997-2007. After retiring, Cal served in an 
Interim role as the Chief of Probation on multiple occasions in Los Angeles and San Mateo Counties, and as an Interim 
Director of Correctional Health Services in San Mateo County. His most recent experience as Interim Chief of 
Probation in Los Angeles in 2016-2017, where he served as the Chairperson the Community Corrections Partnership. 
While serving as the Interim Probation Chief in San Mateo in 2013, Mr. Remington also served as the Chairperson of 
the Community Corrections Partnership, playing a key role in the oversight of the implementation of AB109 services. 

Mr. Remington has served on countless boards, associations, and committees. He has held multiple positions on the 
board of directors for the Chief Probation Officers of California (CPOC), including its president. He has held positions 
on the California State Board of Corrections, Judicial Council of California, National Association of Probation 
Executives, and the Governor’s State Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency, as well as many 
others. 
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Donna Strugar-Fritsch, BSN, MPA, CCHP  
Health Management Associates - Principal 
Project Role: Project Director 

 
 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 More than 16 years of consulting experience advising prisons, jails, policy makers and correctional health 

vendors in correctional health care operations, best practices and emerging trends. 
 Expert in jail medication procurement, administration, and safeguarding practices with practices to 

mitigate diversion of controlled substances and other medications in correctional settings. 
 Experience with design and operation of diversion and pre-entry programming, especially related to 

persons receiving treatment for addictions.   

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Donna has been with HMA for 16 years and has consulted with the state prison systems and with medium-sized 
and large jails all over the country on all aspects of inmate health care. Donna is deeply familiar with the challenges 
jails face in providing health care services to inmates and with the opportunity’s jails have to provide more 
effective mental health and substance abuse services to justice involved populations.  
 
Donna is currently directing a project to expand the use of MAT for opioid addiction in jails and drug courts in 29 
California county jails. This innovative project is helping teams from counties and their jails to directly address the 
needs of detainees with opioid and other addictions. Donna is also directing a similar project with teams from 16 
counties across the county and funded by Arnold Ventures and the Bureau of Justice Assistance. Donna has also 
worked directly with Los Angeles County jail to design a state-of-the-art, evidence-based SUD assessment and 
treatment program that will include continuation and induction of all forms of MAT.   
 

David Panush 
President, California Health Policy Strategies, LLC (CalHPS) 
Project Role: Deputy Director - Project Governance  

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 More than 35 years of state government experience  
 Experience serving in a leadership role as staff in the California State Senate working on health policy, 

state and local criminal justice issues, and fiscal policy.  
 Health and behavioral health policy expertise related to reentry programs for prison and jail inmates.  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
David is currently the President of California Health Policy Strategies (CalHPS), a mission-based consulting and 
advocacy group.  The consulting group has extensive experience on justice-related projects including work on state 
and local reentry programs that assist in the transition of prison and jail inmates with health and behavioral health 
needs.  CalHPS also recently conducted an evaluation of Orange County’s Mental Health Services Act Program and 
issued a report for the California Health Care Foundation on Medication Assisted Treatment in Californians 
Collaborative Courts.   
 
Prior to founding CalHPS, David served as the Director of External Affairs for Covered California. He was part of the 
core senior leadership team responsible for standing up and launching the California Health Benefit Exchange.  
Before joining Covered California, David served in the California State Legislature for thirty years. In his role as 
Health Policy Advisor, David served as the lead staff for the State Senate on California's effort to enact 
comprehensive health reform (2007 and 2008); and played a leadership role in California's landmark Affordable 
Care Act implementation legislation, which established  the "Bridge to Reform" Medi-Cal Waiver and  California 
Health Benefit Exchange.    
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Elizabeth Stanley-Salazar, BSN, MPH 
California Health Policy Strategies - Senior Advisor  
Project Role: Project Governance 

RANGE OF EXPERIENCE 
 Executive leader and program administrator with over 35 years’ experience in the prevention and 

treatment of mental health and alcohol and other drug (AOD) related problems, in public and private 
healthcare, substance abuse, mental health and corrections settings.   

 Extensive experience in strategic planning, public policy, government relations and advocacy to advance 
the prevention and treatment of behavioral health disorders  

 Experience in data collection and analysis, client and stakeholder engagement, cross-sector coordination 
and alignment 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Ms. Stanley-Salazar began her career in the substance abuse field at Behavioral Health Services, Inc as the Vice-
President of Alcohol Services and Administrator of Redgate Memorial Hospital. In 1987 she joined the Monterey 
County Public Health Department as the County Alcohol and Drug Program Administrator. It was her work on the 
Monterey County Master Plan and active participation in public policy that led to her appointment as the Chief 
Deputy Director of the State Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs in 1990.  
 
She began her tenure of 20 years with Phoenix Houses of California, as Regional Executive Director for Phoenix House 
Foundation’s California Affiliates in 1994. She stepped into the role of Managing Director of the Phoenix Academy 
Adolescent Program, resulting in CARF accreditation of the continuum of care, as an Integrated Behavioral Health 
Program. She successfully guided the implementation of CARF accreditation for all Phoenix House Programs in the 
California region with re- accreditation. In December 2015 she left Phoenix House to pursue consultation services 
reflecting the breath of her experience and passion for developing integrated care. She is a member of the board of 
directors of Children and Family Futures, Inc.; an appointee on the California Medi-Cal Children’s Advisory Panel; 
and an Associate Member of the California Alliance of Child and Family Services.  She has served on the board of the 
California Association of Alcohol and Drug Program Executives and the Judicial Council’s Alternative Court 
Committee in the past. 
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Additional Resources 
The following websites contain additional resources that may be useful 
 

AddictionFreeCA.org 

This website contains information on all of the MAT projects funded by the state.  Many have additional 
resources.  The site also has a Data Dashboard with a drop-down menu that offers many data points by 
county.  It also includes a Treatment Locator that provides county-level treatment provider information. 

 

https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/HMA-Projects/Expanding-Access-to-
MAT-in-County-Criminal-Justice-Settings 

This is the website for the project Expanding Access to MAT in County Criminal Justice Settings.  It lists 
the 29 counties involved in this project.   Several podcasts and webinars are available on the site.  At the 
bottom of the page is a link to “additional resources” which has a wide variety of literature, position 
statements, and research about MAT in justice settings.  This section of the website is updated with 
new resources every month.  Visit it often! 

 

https://www.bja.gov/ProgramDetails.aspx?Program_ID=72 

This is the home page for the Bureau of Justice Assistance’s Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Program 
(COAP).  The site includes these sections:    

• News & Information        
• Funding & Availability 
• Training & Technical Assistance 
• Related Resources 
• Contacts 
• Publications & Performance Reports 
• FAQS 
• Archives 

https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/HMA-Projects/Expanding-Access-to-MAT-in-County-Criminal-Justice-Settings
https://addictionfreeca.org/California-MAT-Expansion-Project/HMA-Projects/Expanding-Access-to-MAT-in-County-Criminal-Justice-Settings
https://www.bja.gov/ProgramDetails.aspx?Program_ID=72


 

 

 

https://www.coapresources.org/ 

BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE’S COAP RESOURCE CENTER Supporting effective local, state, and tribal 
responses to the opioid epidemic in order to reduce overdose deaths, promote public safety, and 
support access to treatment and recovery services in the criminal justice system.  The site includes these 
sections:  

• COAP Grant Programs  
• Learning Opportunities 
• Areas of Focus 
• Publications and Digital Media 
• Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Training and Technical Assistance Center (PDMP TTAC) 

 

 

 

https://www.coapresources.org/
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